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Lindsay Blackett, Alberta min-
ister of culture and community
spirit, and his wife Jennifer,

Heathar
Slater, newly
appointed
artistic
director at
the Calgary
Philharmanic
QOrchestra,
fresh from
the Teronto
Symphany
Orchestra.

Longtime Banff Centre supporter
Ann McCaig and Sheila O'Gorman-
Smith, producer at Triumpharit
Productions in Toronto,
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Heather Kirk of Immedia PR,
and Malcolm Kirk, Calgary
Herald publisher and executive
vice-president of digital media,
Postmedia Netwaork.
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ot since its opening
more than Bo vears
ago has The Banff

Centre hosted such a gath-
ering of notable guests as
it did over three days last
weekend, from philanthro-
pists and federal ministers,

to CEOQs, founders, builders,

presidents and a prince.

While the institution’s
annual Midsummer Ball is
a notoriously well-attended
event by a notoriously
well-heeled crowd — most
of them Calgarians — this
year's event took the usual
fancy and turned it up a few
notches,

In addition to being a
major fundraiser for schol-
arships, grants and awards
for some of the finest art-
ists, dancers, actors and
musicians in the world,
this year's Midsummer Ball
Weekend also marked the
long-awaited opening of
the state-of-the-art Kinnear
Centre for Creativity and
Innovation.

“We have been looking
forward to this day for a
very long time,” said Banff
Centre president and CEOQ
Mary Hofstetter.

“Since January of 2005, in
fact.”

MNamed after its bene-
factor, local businessman
James 5. Kinnear — chair-
man and CEO of Pengrowth

Corporation and founder
of Kinnear Financial
Limited, the building is

the new crown jewel and
major learning facility of
The Banff Centre campus.
While the building itself
was opened with much fan-
fare and a colourful speech
from Prince Edward, Earl
of Wessex, the adjoining
Shaw Communications Inc,
Outdoor Amphitheatre is
not set to open until early
next year.

It was all part of the
s137-million Banff Centre
revitalization project, the
result of an extremely suc-
cessful capital fundrais-
ing campaign co-chaired
by Douglas Black QC and
Michael Norris, deputy
chairman of RBC Capital
Markets,

A highlight of the week-
end was certainly the black
tie Midsummer Ball on
Saturday night in the new
Kinnear Centre; a highlight
of the Ball being the missing
four-carat diamond from
Ann McCaig's ring some-
where in the newly-opened
Jack Diamond-designed
building. While the dia-
mond was eventually found,
the building had officially
been christened by not only
the missing rock, but by its
owner's late husband Bud
McCaig's ties to Jim Kin-
near — Kinnear being quite
vocal about the fact that
McCaig had been one of his
earliest supporters decades
prior.

In addition to Prince
Edward, a few of the
weekend's notable guests
included Donald Ethell,
Lieutenant Governor of

Alberta; [eanne Lougheed
and former Alberta premier
Peter Lougheed; Jim Kin-
near, namesake of the new
Kinnear Centre for Cre-
ativity and Innovation; Jim
Prentice, federal minister of
the environment, and Karen
Prentice; Dave Hancock,
Alberta minister of educa-
tion, and Janet Hancock:
Ted Morton, Alberta min-
ister of finance and enter-
prise, and Patricia Morton;
Lindsay Blackett, minister
of culture and community
spirit, and Jennifer Blackett;
Heather Klimchuk, min-
ister of Service Alberta,

and Wade Klimchuk; John
Stutz, mayor of Banff: Grand
Chief Charles Weaselhead;
longtime Banff Centre
supporters Sherrold and

Pat Moore, Ann McCaig,
Andrea Brussa, Diane Hob-
son; Banff Centre president
and CEO Mary Hofstetter;
Ken Anderson of J. Vair
Anderson Jewellers: my
favourite Canadian Tenor
Clifton Murray, along with
his harmonious pals Fraser
Walters, Victor Micallef and
Remigio Pereira; Jack Dia-
mond, design mastermind
behind the new Kinnear
Centre; Donald Schmitt, ar-
chitect and partner at Dia-
mond + Schmitt; Christiane
Germain from The Banff
Centre board of governors
and Le Germain Hotel
group; Paul Douglas of PCL
Construction; Heather and
Murray Edwards; Tara and
Ronald Mathison; Chris and
Mary Fong and many, many
more.
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laz=ph Loug! ! da Black QC, Vivian
Folias Lougheed and Doug Black QC, ca-chairman
of The Campaign for The Banff Centre

Victor
Micallef,
Ieft, and
Remigio
Pereira
from The
Canadian
Tenors.

Above: Michael Norris,
depuly chairman of RB(
Capital Markets and co-

chairman of The Campaign
for The Banff Centre

Right: Jack Diamond
architect and partner at
Diamond + Schmitt and
design mastermind bebund
the new Kinnear Centre for
Creativity and Innovation

at The Banff Centre
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The Canadian
Tenors Fraser
Walters, laft,
Clifton Murray,
Victor Micallef
.' and Remigio
Pereira

Fraser Walters, left, and
Clifton Murray of the
Canadian Tenors,

Donald Schmitt, left, architect and
partner at Diamond + Schmitt,
interior designer Mancy Hicks and
Stephen Mahler, partner at Gibbs
Gage Architects.

Hotel Le Germain Calgary
general manager Chris
Vachon and his wife Diane,
owner of Survivor
Bootcamps Calgary.

Former news anchor and Calgary’s
newest mayoral candidate Barb

Sllver Creativity Circle supporter Diane
Higgins and her date Brad Moore,

Hobsan, fashion designer Paul Hardy

ind Franca De Jong.

Katie and
Dennis Plintz

mike the

Banff Centre Midsummer Ball guests Above: Prince Edward greets the Canadian Tenors — Clifton Christiane Germain from Midsummer
Leanne Malhiot, left, and Laurel Jones Murray, Victor Micallef, Remigio Pereira and Fraser Walters. The Banff Centre board Ball a family
Left: Philanthropic Albertans Sherrold and Pat Moaore, of governors and Le affair

Germain Hotel group, with
her daughter Marie Pier

Germain

Asim
Ghosh, CEQ
of Husky
Energy, and
his wife
Sanjukta
Ghosh.

Banff Midsummer

Jim Prentice,

federal minister of the = Jeff Kovitz QC, Ball supporter Andrea :
environment, and Mary and Chris Fong.  chairman of The Brussa and James 5 %
Stephen Lougheed, Mary is the chair- Banff Centre board Kinnear, namesake "r. {L
Banff Centre board member Jill Gardiner, left, supporter and sponsor  chairman of woman of the Banff of governors, and of the new Kinnear U= A¥> -
David Riggs, Banff Centre president and CEQ Mary Hofstetter, David Multiplied Media in Centre Midsummoer his lovely date Emily Centre for Creativity leanne Lougheed and former Alberta
Aisenstat, president and owner of The Keg, and Christina Kiesel, Calgary. Ball committee. Forrest and Innovation premier Peter Lougheed,



NATIONAL POST

WPI 0 nationalpost.com

WEEKEND POST

NATIONAL POST, SATURDAY, JULY &1, 2000

city

Parties, Culture & Society

Renowned trumpet soloist Jens Lindemann with
Rosalie Schwartz, Andrea Brussa and George Schwartz.

Philanthropists Naomi and John Lacey with Lois and
Rob Green outside the newly opened Kinnear Centre.

Tibor and Livia Fekete with
Barbara Klebanoff and Tony Settari.

Maureen Eberts and Muriel Kovitz, first
female chancellor of the University of Calgary.

Banff Centre cuts a
princely ribbon

Kinnear Centre
for Creativity and
Innovation

JESSICA DEMELLO

T he Banff Centre opened
a new building on cam-
pus this week with a
ceremony and fete fit for a
king ... or at least a prince.
Prince Edward, Earl of Wes-
sex, was on hand to officially
open the Kinnear Centre for
Creativity and Innovation. It is
a three-storey, 21,000- square-
foot building filled with art
from the Banff Centre’s perma-
nent collection, and housing a
total of 19 multi-function class-
rooms. The Kinnear Centre
was also built to LEED Silver
standards and includes materi-
als from the building it replaces
— Donald Cameron Hall,
Grand Chief of Treaty No.7
and Chief of the Kainawa Na-
tion Charles Weaselhead,
architect Jack Diamond, Can-
ada'’s Minister of Environment
Jim Prentice, Alberta's dep-
uty premier Doug Horner,
and James Kinnear himself
were among those present for
the opening ceremony.
Delivering on a promise of
‘unorthodox ribbon cutting’,
Banff Centre president Mary
Hofstetter introduced several
performances throughout the
ceremony. The first was Aeri-
osa Dance, a Vancouver-based
troupe trained at the Banff
Centre. Wearing red jumpsuits
and harnessed with thick rope
to the roof of the new centre,
the dancers slid down the sides
of the new building and per-
formed horizontally in the air,
using the building’s vertical
surface as their stage. In one
hand, they held long sheaths of
white ribbon that trailed down
the building to the ground. To

train for this classical/modern
form of dance, they practise on
the sides of mountains in the
Rockies.

Between speeches there
were other performances as
well: World-renowned trum-
peter Jens Lindemann led a
dispersed brass group of trum-
pet, trombone, coronet and
tuba players, who emerged
from the woods and rooftops
surrounding the outdoor stage
where the ceremony was tak-
ing place, creating a cacoph-
ony of sound around the audi-
ence. And Canadian violinist
James Ehnes performed the
Spring concerto from Vivaldi's
Four Seasons with the Banff
Centre Festival Orchestra.

After the ceremony, a three-
course lunch was served. It in-
cluded gazpacho, sorbet with
fresh berries and a choice of
B.C. salmon or chicken breast
with grilled Tinker Bell pep-
pers, peach slices briilée,
toasted almonds and herb
kressi emulsion.

Later in the evening, the an-
nual Banff Ball took place in-
side the Kinnear Centre. CEC
Radio's Angela Knight was
the master of ceremonies, By
then, the prince had retired,
but the newly minted Lieu-
tenant Governor of Alberta,
Donald Ethell, was on hand.
Although he took on the role
in May, this marked a “coming
out” of sorts for the LG,

There was another debut at
the ball — that of Husky Qil's
new president Asim Ghosh,
who gave an eloguent speech
reaffirming the support of his
company for the Banff Centre.
Ghosh, former CEO of Voda-
fone Essar, an international
cellphone company, was ap-
pointed in May and took on
the duties of former Husky
president John Lan in June
of this year. Lau and his wife
were also present at the ball.

Before the band filled the
dance floor, a four-course dinner
was served. It included a bouil-
labaisse of salmon, mussels and
shrimp, Alberta beef tenderloin
and a chocolate almond pista-
chio cake for dessert.

I For more from Jessica deMel-

lo, go to theampersand.ca and

jessicademello.blogspot.com.
Weekend Post
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Stan and Lou Wong with Pengrowth Energy Trust founder
Jim Kinnear, title sponsor of the new Banff Centre building.

Valerie Cooper, president, Art Gallery of Calgary,
with Enbridge’s D'Arcy Levesque and Donale Gandossi.

Brenda Mackie, chair of the governance committee for
the Banff Centre, and patron of the arts Sherrold Moore.
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Margaret Carleton; Fran Dubrowski and Dave Buente; Alberta Minister of Culture and Community Spirit Lindsay Blackett, flanked by his wife, Jennifer (left),
and Banff Centre board member Pat Moore; Michelle Kath and Jacqueline Nowak.



The recent Ban{f Centre
Midsummer Ball Weekend
wits the most successful in the
event's 31-vear history.

Record dollars raised
(maore than $750,000). Record
number of guests (SRO). And
even the attendance of a
prince made for an unforget-
table experience

From the moment guests
arrived 1o golf at the Fairmont
Banif Springs on the Friday
maorning until the Sunday
marning President’s Brunch
held at the home of Banff Cen
tre president and CEQ Mary
Haotstetter and her husband
David Riges, the weekend was
[ull-on fabulous!

For many, the highlight was
saturday morning’s official
opening of the Kinnear Cen
tre lor Creativity &
Innovation — named
alter ane al our mosi
generous citizens
lames 5. Kinnear of
Kinnear Financial
fame. Attended by
none other than HEH
Lhe Prince Edward,
Earl of Wessex and
i bevy of politicians
{ar is that a pride of
politicians? gaggle?
herd perhaps?), the
program featured
remarks from such
notables as Jim Pren-
tice, Minister of the
Environment and
even the Prince him-
sell. Performances by
Aeriosa Dance, inter-
national trrumpet vir
tuoso Jens Lindemann and
James Ehnes rounded out the
ceremony beautifully.

A celebration lunch fol
lowed by Kinnear Centre
tours and a mad dash to get
ready for Saturday evening's
ball rounded out the day.

Next up was a champagne
reception and the unveiling
bv HRH The Prince Edward
of a commissioned sculpture

The Calgary Sun B SUNDAY, AUGLIST 8. 2010

by Brian Jungen entitled e
ghasts an top af my head

A brief performance by The
Canadian Tenors (fans will
get the opporunity 1o see the
Tenors perform with the CPO
and Tommy Banks in Calgary
it the Jack Singer Sept 21) and
then it was indoors to The Kin
near Centre lor the ball itself.

Among the guests in
attendance were: Lt. Gover
nor of Alberta Donald Ethell
and his wife Linda; Alberta
Mindster of Colture and Com-
munity Spirit Lindsay Black-
ett and his wife Jen
nifer; Alberta Minis
ter of Education Dave
Hancock and his wile
Janet; chairman ol the
Banii Cenore Board of
Governors Jeff kovitz
Q.C.owith Emily FFor
rest and his under-
standably proud
moam Muriel Kovitz;
Canadian Natural
Resources vice chair-
man John Langille
and his wife Shei
lagh; Mallev Associ-
ates president Murray
Malley and his wife
laqueline; vice char
iman, RBC Capuial
Markets Bill Sembo
and his wife Toshimi;
ARC Resources presi-
dent and COO Myron Stadnyk
and his wile Jennifer; KERN
Partners’ Jefl van Steenber-
gen and his wife Kim; And
rea Brussa; Bird Construction
board chair Paul Charetie;
Dr. Chen Fong and his wile
Alice Chan; famed architect
lack Diamond of Diamond
and Schmitt Architects whose
firm created the stunning
new buildings at the Banffl
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The Banff Centre Midsummer Call welcomed, front row from

left: Sarah Black, Linda Black. Doug Black. Prince Edward,
Brian Jungen. Back row from left: Donald S. Ethell, Linda M.
Ethell, Mary Hofstetter, Jeff Kovitz.

Centre with his wife Gillian;
Peter and leanne Lougheed
{and here, | must comment
on what a beautiful touch it
was (o re-dedicate the Jeanne
& Peter Lougheed Build-
ing — which opened Now.
1988-back to the Lougheeds);
ConocoPhillips Canada pres

ident Joe Marushack and his
wife Darlene; New York Rang-
ers Hockey Club president
and GM Glen Sather and his
wife Ann; Husky Energy pres-
ident and CEQ Asim Ghosh
and his wife Sanjukta; Cana-
dian Museum [or Human
Rights chair Arni Thorstein

son and Susan Glass; Gor-
don and Robvn Ritchie; Tri-

umphant Proudctions’ Sheila
O'Gorman-Smith; the stun
ning Ann McCaig; Harold
Milavsky and Gail Sanders;
David Aisenstat, president
and CEQ, The Keg Restauranis
and Christina Kiesel: NAL
Resources’ Andrew Wiswell;
Shaw Communications Julie
Shaw; N. Murray Edwards
and his wife Heather: uber
fashion designer Paul Hardy
with Jigsaw Organization’s
Diane Hobson; mayaralty
candidate Barb Higgins with
Sage Investment Advisors
Brad Moore; Hy and Jenny
Belzherg; deputy chairman,
RBC Capital Markets Michael
Marris and his wife [anet; Fra-

ser Milner Casgrain vice chair
Doug Black (Q.C. with Linda
and Sarah Black {(kudos 1o
Morris and Black on co-chair

Ir'I.H [l:'l.l.' I'HU'IHH][L";I:.' SLUCCESS-
ful 137 million Banff Centre
revitalization project); lones
Day partner Christopher
Hilbert and his wife Clau-
dia; and [. Vair Anderson's
Ken Anderson. But perhaps
the most important ‘guests’
of the entire weekend were
the tireless Banff Ball com
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mittee volunteers. 5o take
a well deserved bow: chair,
Mary Fong; Judy Paterson;
Deborah McBride Wilson;
Nancy Wiswell; Vivian Kolias
Lougheed; Barbara Ashley;
Debra Law; Pat Moore; Rosa
lie Schwarz and Debra Wong,

Only problem ladies? How
are you going to top it next
vear? Mo doubt, you'll find a
way.

bill_brooks@sunmedia.ca
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Clearly, these ladies were the belles of the ball. From left: Judy Paterson, Deborah McEride
Wilson, Nancy Wiswell, Vivian Kolias Lougheed, Barbara Ashley, Mary Fong. Debra Law. Pat
Moore, Rosalie Schwarz and Debra Wong
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MIKE JIM
NORRIS KINNEAR
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